
          A Furry Visitor 
Taking caution when coming in contact with a stray 

 

We take our dogs everywhere; to the park, on a bike ride, maybe even to the beach. But imagine taking your 

dog to school. Recently, on the South Side campus, we had a little visitor of our own. 

A couple South Side students encountered this canine friend. 

“Well, most kids actually go and want to pet it and hold it,” said Carson Lewis, a member of the South Side 

band. 

The band students really enjoyed their furry visitor. 

“Most of the band kids named it yesterday, Billy Bob, and we all surrounded it and everyone was petting it and 

didn’t want it to go outside. They didn’t want it to leave,” said Lewis.  

Josh, who is also in band, explained the bands reaction when they encountered the furry friend. 

“Well, they were confused and got excited because it’s not normal,” said Josh Philips.  

 “They were just like wow it’s a dog, and then they got excited,” said Philips. 

However, not all dogs are as healthy as they seem. Mrs. Melissa Perry, the Agriculture teacher at South Side, 

majored in animal science during college and she gave a few safety tips when coming in contact with a stray 

dog. 

“Reason one, you don’t know if the animal is friendly or not,” said Perry.  

“Reason two, you should never open the door and let the animal inside. Lastly, you can’t tell if that animal has 

been vaccinated and it could very well have something like rabies that are easily transmittable to humans 

through a bite or even saliva,” Perry said. 

Though dogs can be playful and cute, its’s still important to take caution when coming in contact when 

approaching animals; other animals than your own.  
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